
 

First Lady Nancy Gates 

By Sister Geraldine Heath 

In March of this year, during GAFTôs 
Womenôs Retreat, I was privileged to 
interview our graceful, gracious and 
multi-talented first lady: Sister Nancy 
Jo Gates. The question and answer 
session provided insight into the life of  
the leading female at Greater Apostolic 
Faith Temple and Mt Zion Apostolic, 
our sister church in Indianapolis, 
 Indiana. 

Q.  Your father, the late Bishop James O. Frank-
lin, was the pastor of Mt Zion Apostolic Church 
in  Indianapolis, one of the churches your hus-
band now pastors? 
A  Yes 
 
Q. So you were a ñP.K.ò What was your youth   
 life like growing up as a child of a pastor? 
A.   As a pastorôs child, I spent a lot of time in  
church. My mother, Mother Marian Franklin 
didnôt drive a car.  So, she, my 10 siblings and I 
traveled to and from church with my father. We 
were the first to come to church and the last to 
leave. I was in church several times a week for 
various services. Having such exposure in my 
youth was beneficial; I developed a love for God. 
 
Q.   What is your educational background? 
A.    I was educated in the Indianapolis school 
system. I attended Indiana University and stud-
ied interior design and art. But, God had a differ-
ent plan for me and I yielded to His will to teach 
the Word.  However, I still use the skills that I 
learned in college. I assisted in designing the 
interior of our new sanctuary. 
 
Q.  What is the most pleasant part of being a 
first lady? 
A.   I like interacting with people. 
 
Q.  What do you find challenging as a first lady? 
A..  Living up to the responsibility to interact 
with people in a way that encourages growth and 
resolution. I also think being a first lady and a 
mother can pose a challenge. There must be a 
balance between the two.  Being a mother of two 
sons is important to me.  
 
Q. What life experience prepared you to be a  
first lady? 
A.   One major factor was my mother.  She was a 
first lady who was committed to her husbandôs 
work.  She performed both spiritual and natural 
duties at the church. She was concerned about 
the saints and her children. 

Q.   You reside in Indianapolis. What duties do 
you perform as the first lady of Mt Zion? 
A.    I direct the Missions Ministry.  Two or three 
times a year, I teach 4-week thematic classes in 
the Christian Education Ministry, and I am an 
editorial advisor to the ñSpotlight Megazine.ò 
 
Q.  You have been the first lady of Greater Apos-
tolic Temple for almost two years. How has your 
experience been in this new position? 
A.   I have been well received by the GAFT 
saints, and Iôm enjoying the experience. 
 
Q.  What is the biggest challenge of being the 
first lady at two churches? 
 A.  Traveling between Indianapolis and Detroit 
is challenging.  I usually drive, and that can be a 
little taxing.  Sometimes my sons ride with me. 
 
Q.  What is your passion?  
A.   I am passionate about The Word. I enjoy 
reading and writing about The Word of God.  
 
Q.  What is your favorite reading genre?  Who 
are your favorite authors?   
A.   My favorite genre is non-fiction Christian 
books.  I also enjoy leadership books.  My favor-
ite authors are Beth Moore and Francine Rivers. 
 
Q.  What is your favorite writing genre?  
A.   Most of my writings are non-fiction, but I  
have future plans to write a fiction book. 
 
Q.   Considering national things - What do you 
feel is one of the greatest accomplishments that 
the Pentecostal Churches of the Apostolic Faith 
(PCAF) has made to date? 
A.  Making my husband assistant presiding 
bishop of the organization (smile).  Another defi-
nite accomplishment is the development of the 
Liberia Project, spearheaded by Bishop Moore.  
Weôre going to build a church there.  

(Continued on Page 2) 
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A t a glance with 
the natural eye, 

the Biblical phrases of ñgood 
successò (Joshua1:8) and 
ñmore than conquer-
orsò (Romans 8:37) appear 
to be excessive, meaningless 
superlatives. For how could 
there be levels above achieve-
ment or people more power-
ful than the victors?   How-
ever, one only has to take a 
definite look with a spiritual 
eye to know the answers to 
these questions, to know the 
preciseness and understand-
ing of the phrases. For those 
of us who view things spiritu-
ally know that God, to His 
glory, enables believers to 
supersede manôs natural 
limitation. 
 
 Through His Spirit, God 
changes an ordinary person  
into an extraordinary person 

live a          
life of accomplishment                                           
obtained through the Holy 
Ghost. They understand 
Godôs definition of success 
and have embedded in their 
hearts the descriptor of His 
capabilities, ñ..unto him that 
is able  to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in 
us.ò (Ephesians 3:20). 
 
 This issue of ñFaith Speaksò 
features such witnesses. 
From the first page contain-
ing an interview of our dis-
tinguished first lady to the 
last page describing future 
speakers and events of excel-
lence, Godôs extraordinary 
words and actions are exem-
plified in His people. I hope 
that you find the features to 
be enjoyable and inspiring 
reading. 
Sister Geraldine Heath 

Page 2  

 

  FEATURED ARTICLES The Editorôs Voice     Success Godôs Way 

capable of accomplishing  
remarkable feats. Historical  
characters in the Bible attest 
to such transition. When the 
Spirit of the Lord was upon 
him, Samson displayed great 
physical strength, killing 
dangerous animals and 
treacherous  foes (Judges 14-
15). Empowered by the in-
dwelling of the Holy Ghost, 
Peter preached the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in Jerusalem and 
led 3000 souls to salvation 
(Acts 2: 14-40).  Converted 
by and filled with Godôs 
Spirit, Paul, a former perse-
cutor of Christians, became 
the provider of pastoral ad-
vice to new churches in sev-
eral cities (Romans ï Phile-
mon). 
 
Contemporary believers also 
bear witness to Godôs enable-
ment of manôs functioning 
in a ñsuperò dimension. 
These spirit-filled witnesses 
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Q.  What would you like for the PCAF to accomplish in the future?    
A.   I would like for every ministry to be more missions-minded; to 
see missions as a component of each ministry.  I like to say that 
missions is not just an obligation, itôs also an opportunity. 
 
Q. You are the founder of the National Womenós Forum,  
a new tentacle of the PCAF. What is the purpose of the organiza-
tion? 
A   The primary purpose of the organization is to train our women  
in the Word so that they can actualize their potential and find their 
place in the Kingdom.  
 
Q. My interview time has come to an end. Thank you  for sharing 
so many  of your thoughts.  I have one last question?  In parting, 
what advice do you have for everyone?  
A.  Redeem the time! 

 Other Interesting Facts about First Lady Gates 
 
Birth Order: 10th of 11 children. 
Birthday: January 31st 
Favorite Color: Red 
Wedding Date: July 23rd 
Years Married: 20 Years 
Little Known Endeavor: Drawing a portrait of two sons  
Literary Ventures:  Author of Numerous Christian pamphlets, com-
mentaries, and book reviews 
 

Read more of our first ladyôs thoughts in her journal featured on our website: 
www.greateraft.org. 
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                    Fulfilling the Call of God on Your Life 
As a part of the May, 2009, inaugural conference of the National 
Womenôs Forum, sisters were invited to participate in an essay contest.  
The essay had to focus on the topic of being called by God.  The win-
ner of the contest was GAFTôs own Sister Wilma Holley!  Congratula-
tions to Sister Holley and thanks for representing GAFT so well! 

Hereôs her winning essayé 

T o be called of God is to receive an assignment 
or invitation from him. When one is called he 

is chosen and has authority to carry out the calling. People who are 
called are committed to serving. They look forward to the opportu-
nity to be used of God for what he has called them to do. They 
prepare themselves because they want to be the best they can be. 
They donôt quit when discourage or at the first sign of adversity. 
They persevere and seek to resolve relational conflicts for the sake 

of unity in the church. The call of God is a Holy calling. It is not 
to be esteemed lightly. 

 ñGod separates and gives authority to that personò (II 
Corinthian 10:8). When one thinks of being called into the minis-
try, we often think of preaching, teaching, pastoring or evangeliz-
ing. A calling in these positions is not the only way a person can be 
a blessing in Godôs word. There are people who are called to ex-
hort and encourage people.   Some people have a special calling to 
win souls to Christ. We all should participate in the call to win 
souls for the Lord.  God may call a person to do one thing, such as 
Jonah who was called to warn the people he Nineveh of their 
doom (Jonah 3:1).  A calling can be a one time thing for a person 
or it can be a continual calling on oneôs life for a specific duty. 

 I believe a person can know they are called of God, when 
there is a constant tugging on their heart. They also know that they 
are called of God, when what they are summoned to  do is  
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By Sister Wilma Holley 
 mentioned. In the book of Isaiah 55: 3-5, ñto hear Godôs calling 
we must come to God with our ears wide open.ò 

One does not need to convince others of their calling; if 
I AM is with you, thatôs proof enough. When God called Moses, 
He sent him to Egypt to tell Pharaoh to let his people go. Moses 
began to make excuses, but God assured Moses that He would be 
with him (Exodus 3:10-14).  When God called Samuel, He didnôt 
have to tell Eli he was called. Eli knew God had called him (I Sam 
3: 10-18). 

An individual, who has been called to serve, should be 
prayerful and patient. Before he or she proceeds into the ministry 
they should wait for instructions and for God to send them.  
When a person obeys and accepts the calling he or she was chosen 
for, Godôs glory will be revealed and God will be glorified. 

God has called everyone to repentance and to receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ into their heart (Joel 2:12).  Everyone is not will-
ing to accept the call to live the life of Christ. Solomon said in 
Proverbs 1: 24, ñI have pleaded and still you wonôt comeò. The 
Bible says, ñMany are called but few are chosen.ò 

In conclusion, one should seek earnestly to fulfill the 
calling in his or her life. Ask God to lead you, and guide you 
where to go, and what to do. Being used of God is one of the most 
fulfilling things a person can do with their life. 

 

 

ñWhen a person obeys and accepts the 
calling he or she was chosen for, Godôs 
glory will be revealed and God will be 
glorified.ò 

 

 B. O. C.  

Believe the promise.   Obey the Commandments.  Claim the Blessings ! 

Sister Wilma Holley 
Winner of the 2009 NWF Contest. 
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2009 GAFT EAGLES YOUNG MENôS 
BASKETBALL TEAM ï 

The 2009 Fellowship Basketball league began on April 
18, 2009.  This league allowed our GAFT Eagles, 
which included our young men ages 8-17, to demon-
strate their athleticism and fellowship with their broth-
ers from other churches such as Gospel Tabernacle, 
Power, Hope, and Grace and Clinton Street Greater 
Bethlehem Temple. 

 A follow up to last yearôs event, the Eagles not only 
played well and improved their record, but they 
looked great, too.  Donned in new purple uniforms, 
the Eagles junior and senior teams made an impressive 
show from the start. 

 Congratulations to all of the young men that repre-
sented our church and our sister churches. You played 
with lots of heart.  We would like to extend a big 
thank you to all of the sponsors, coaching staff, and 
parents for volunteering their time, energy, and finan-
cial support to our young men. 

 Though we didnôt take home the ótrophyô this time, it 
was an exciting season and we look forward to next 
year! 

 

Coach Felix Daniel discusses 
the game plan with members 
of the Eagle Team. 

The Eagle Team gets set to 
execute the game plan. 

                                                           Update: Strategic Planning Process   

 Trustee Monica Lyght, Deacon Henry Matthews and Minis-
ter Michelle White were appointed by Bishop Lambert Gates, Sr. at 
the beginning of 2009 to facilitate a strategic plan for Greater Apos-
tolic Faith Temple (GAFT).  To that end, and with the guidance of 
Evangelist Cindy Kent of Minneapolis, MN and former member of 
Mt. Zion Apostolic Church, this team met with a cross section of 
church leaders and lay members to address the following questions - 
Why does Greater Apostolic Faith Temple (GAFT) exist? What is the 
purpose of our congregation?  What do we need to do to help us 
move from where we are (current reality) toward what God wants us 
to be (preferred future reality or the vision)? 

 The Committee began answering these questions by revisit-
ing the churchôs existing mission and vision statements.  Evangelist 
Kent graciously facilitated the group through this process and after 
much prayer and discussion the following statements were estab-
lished: 

Our Vision 

The Greater Apostolic Faith Templeôs vision is to 
be the place where God and man meet and together 
change the world. 

  

Our Mission 

The Greater Apostolic Faith Templeôs mission is to 
glorify God and transform lives through evangel-
ism, vibrant worship, wholesome fellowship, and 
innovative teaching. 

 During the next phase of this process the Committee iden-
tified critical issues or barriers within our church that would prevent 
GAFT from fulfilling our vision and mission.  From the list of barri-
ers, we identified seven to eight key focus areas that if properly over-
come, would allow us to achieve our mission.  At this current time, 
teams are being formed and leaders appointed to develop specific 
objectives, goals and action plans for each of the focus areas. As the 
process continues to unfold, it will grow to include more of the 
GAFT membership so every member is encouraged to be ready to 
participate.  Everyone should learn the vision and mission statements 
so that we are united in knowing where we are going and what we 
are aspiring to become. 

 One hope that Bishop Gates has expressed to the commit-
tee is that through this process, a spirit of evangelism will be reener-
gized throughout the congregation.  The only way GAFT will be able 
to ñchange the worldò is through sharing and living the WORD.  
Keep your eyes tuned for future updates! 
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 Teacher Appreciation Breakfast  

On Sunday, May 24th 2009,  Christian Education Staff was honored at the 2nd Annual Teacher Appreciation 
Breakfast. The Superintendent, Elder Michael Wilson and the students expressed in writing and oral statements 
their gratefulness  to the teachers. Some of the younger students even drew pictures to accompany their thanks. 

Evangelist Wilhelamina Dickerson one of 
the instructors of the Apostolic Catechism 
Class, receives her Certificate of Apprecia-
tion from Superintendent Michael Wilson.  

Primary Teacher, Deacon Joseph Hutchi-
son, Sr., enjoys teaching young learners.  

Evangelist Ethel Dudley, a teacher of the 
Ministersô Class, is worthy of her Certifi-
cate of Appreciation.  

The Primary and Children Classes beautifully display their gratefulness. 

Teachers and students share this well-attended event.  

Growing in Christ  
         Primary (4-5 yea rs) 
         Junior (6-8 yea rs) 

         Intermed ia te (9-12 yea rs) 

 Trad itiona l      
 Teen (13-17 years) 

        �0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�V�¶ ���&�O�D �V�V 
        �2�I�I�L�F �H�U�V�¶ ���&�O�D�V�V 

        Adult Class 

Thematic  (Adult Classes) 
 Understand ing Yourself 

�1�H�Z���&�R�Q�Y�H�U�W�V�¶ ���&�O�D �V�V 
�7�U�D �Q�V�I�H�U���0�H�P�E �H�U�V�¶ ���&�O�D�V�V 

Apostolic  Ca tec hism 
 

�,�I���\�R�X���'�R�Q�•�W���.�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���:�R�U�G���� 

You Need Christian Education.  

If You Know the Word,  

Christian Education Needs You .  


